February 9, 2011
To all Berrien County School Administration and Teachers:

To celebrate National Agriculture Week we invite all students in Berrien County to participate in the 6th annual Essay Contest. 
This year’s essay topic is: 

Berrien County Farmer: We Thank You!
Focusing on:

· The importance of farmers in your life

· The variety of farmers necessary - where food comes from

· How does Agriculture affect your life

· Why do you appreciate farmers

· How you know that Farmer’s Care
Winning essays will be chosen daily during Ag Week, March 14-18th, every morning and read live on the radio by Wild Bill on Y97.5 radio station.

National Ag Day is March 15, 2011!

Please submit essays before this week to allow appropriate time for reading all of the essays from Berrien County Students.

Please visit http://www.michfb.com/counties/index/11 and click on the essay contest tab to see a full informational brochure of the contest.
We encourage students to submit an essay, it can be an in-class project or an at home project. Teachers are also encouraged to submit an essay on how they brought agriculture into their classroom for this contest.

Prizes will be awarded to winning students and teachers!

Finally, please distribute this letter to your staff so to spread the word of a great way to get students thinking about agriculture!!

With great thanks,

Jennifer Wharton

Berrien County Farm Bureau

Promotion and Education Chair
